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an important part m the ceremonies of betrothal
and marriage, and that the indications of the
divine will might be very varied we may gather
from a story m Cicero An aunt wishing to take
the auspices for her niece's betrothal, conducted
her into an open consecrated space (sacellum} and
sat down on the stool of augury (sella) with her
niece standing at her side After a while the
girl tired and asked her aunt to give her a little
of the stool the aunt replied, ' My child, I give
up my seat to you' nothing further happened
and this answer turned out in fact to be the
auspicious sign the aunt died, the niece mained
the widower and so became mistress of the
house

Of augury m agricultural life we have some
indication in the annual observance of the
'spring augury' (auguwum verniserum) and
the midsummer ceremony of the augunum
canamum, which seems to have been a com-
bination of the offering of a red dog (possibly to
avert mildew) and an augury for the success of
the crops To the rustic stratum possibly belongs
also the augunum salutw popufa, though later it
was a yearly act celebrated whenever the Roman
army was not at war and so became connected
with the shutting of the temple of lanus
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